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Dr. Viam Sharma: I'm Dr. Viam Sharma and I've been travelling across Victoria to find out what people know about thunderstorm asthma. I'm here in Bendigo. Let's find out. Have you heard of thunderstorm asthma?
Speaker 2: Yes.
Speaker 3: I've heard a little bit about it.
Speaker 4: I have, yes. I've seen it on the news.
Dr. Viam Sharma: It can happen fast and it can be life-threatening. So do you know who's at increased risk of thunderstorm asthma?
Speaker 2: No.
Speaker 4: People with asthma?
Speaker 3: Not exactly, but I'd assume our elders and younger people in the community.
Dr. Viam Sharma: If you have current, past, or undiagnosed asthma, or springtime hay fever, you're at risk. Do you have asthma or anyone in your family have asthma or hay fever?
Speaker 2: My husband does and I have hay fever.
Speaker 4: I do have some postviral asthma these days.
Speaker 3: A couple of my daughters have asthma, and one of them's really struggled with thunderstorm asthma.
Dr. Viam Sharma: Have you heard about Victoria's Epidemic Thunderstorm Asthma Forecast System?
Speaker 4: No, I haven't.
Speaker 2: No, I haven't.
Dr. Viam Sharma: So the Vic Emergency App does a three-day forecast of the risk of thunderstorm asthma happening.
Find out how you can stay safe by visiting the Better Health Channel.
Thunderstorm asthma is a real risk here in Bendigo, but it's one the community can absolutely be ready for.
[End of transcript]
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