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Dr. Vyom Sharma: I'm Dr. Vyom Sharma and I'll be travelling across Victoria to find out what people know about thunderstorm asthma. 
We're here in Ballarat. Let's see what they know. First things first, have you heard of thunderstorm asthma?
Speaker 2: Yeah, you kind of have to in Victoria.
Speaker 3: No.
Speaker 4: I have very briefly. A couple of years ago when it was all sort of starting to come out about it.
Dr. Vyom Sharma: It can happen fast and it can be life-threatening. Do you know who's prone to getting thunderstorm asthma?
Speaker 4: I'm assuming people who have experienced asthma before.
Speaker 3: People who have asthma.
Speaker 2: Definitely know that people with hay fever can be affected by it.
Dr. Vyom Sharma: Spot on. That's it. If you have current past or undiagnosed asthma or springtime hay fever, you're at risk. Do you have asthma or hay fever?
Speaker 4: I do. Yeah, I have asthma.
Speaker 2: Yeah, I had asthma when I was young and my brother does as well.
Speaker 3: Yes, I have asthma.
Dr. Vyom Sharma: Have you heard about Victoria's epidemic thunderstorm asthma forecast?
Speaker 4: No.
Speaker 3: No, I haven't.
Dr. Vyom Sharma: So VicEmergency has an app that gives you a forecast of the risk of thunderstorm asthma happening. Find out how you can stay safe at the Better Health Channel. Thunderstorm asthma is a real risk here in Ballarat, but it's one the community can be absolutely ready for.
[End of transcript]

	[bookmark: _Hlk37240926]
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, September 2026.
Available at Thunderstorm asthma campaign toolkit <https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstorm-asthma-campaign-toolkit>



OFFICIAL

image1.png




image2.png
°R|A Department

State of Health
Government




